


St Robert’s School Prayer

 Mary, Mother of Jesus,

Fill our hearts with a love of God and a greater love for each other.

Bring to our world everlasting peace, based on respect and justice for all.

Help all nations to follow the wishes of Jesus,

that we should live in love and peace with each other.

Mary Help of Christians, pray for us.

St Robert, pray for us.

Amen



Welcome 

Our school is a place where every individual is welcome and cared for, which seeks to develop 
relationships between school and families, working together in partnership to provide a supportive and 
understanding school environment that provides vibrant learning opportunities.

We are committed to following the example of Jesus and the Gospel Values encouraging all and caring for 
those in our community.  We are committed to the development of children in their learning journey here at 
St Robert’s spiritually, physically, socially and emotionally.



Our Vision Statement

At St. Robert’s, following Jesus and enlightened by faith, we aspire to create a learning environment that 
respects the past, rises to the challenges of the present, and inspires hope for the future.

Our Mission Statement
We endeavour to enact our vision in these key areas:

Faith…By fostering a faith community that is guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, values its Catholic Identity, 
develops awareness of compassion, inclusiveness and diversity, and builds an ongoing commitment to social 
justice.

Wellbeing…By providing a safe, inclusive and welcoming learning environment, where positive relationships are 
valued, a sense of belonging and connectedness is nurtured, and the capacity for personal resilience is 
developed.

Learning…By working collaboratively to design and deliver a contemporary curriculum, with personalized 
opportunities for all students, committed to the use of innovation and technology to enhance learning. 



School Contacts

Administration      Mrs Kristin Pennisi

                                Mrs Josie Grasso

                                Ms Jennifer Matthew

Class Teachers Mrs Krissy Thompson krissyt@srnewtown.catholic.edu.au 

Mrs Carolyn Keast ckeast@srnewtown.catholic.edu.au 

Address                   13 Nicholas Street, Newtown VIC 3220

Telephone              (03) 5221 1075

Email                       office@srnewtown.catholic.edu.au

Office Hours   8.30am – 4.30pm

School Hours  8.30am – 3.45pm

Website                  http://www.srnewtown.catholic.edu.au

mailto:krissyt@srnewtown.catholic.edu.au
mailto:ckeast@srnewtown.catholic.edu.au
http://www.srnewtown.catholic.edu.au/


Our Shield & Motto

The latin words “Sic Currite Ut Comprehendatis” translated into English means “so run that you will obtain 
the prize (or honour).”  The ‘prize’ being the knowledge that one has achieved the best and most 
honourable result in a manner in which Christ taught us.  

This message was given by St Paul when writing to the Corinthians (IICOR.)  A further translation in the 
context of our school would be “striving to achieve the best and most honourable result within the context 
of our faith and Christ’s teachings "



St Robert’s Feast Day – 7th June

St Robert was born in Gargrave, Yorkshire, England.  He took his name from Newminster Abbey, where 
he and his monks lived until his death on 7 June 1159.St Robert was parish priest at Gargrave, then 
became a Benedictine Monk at Whitby.  He went to the Abbey of St Mary’s in York, where he revived the 
Benedictine Rule; and founded three other monasteries – at Pipewell (1143), Roche (1147) and Sawley 
(1148). 

St Robert was known for his kindness, austerity and holiness.  He was a great man of prayer, a spiritual 
writer and exorcist.  He led a strict way of life and fasted from food and drink, especially during lent. St 
Robert would give his meals to the poor and is reputed to have given a beggar not only food but also the 
plate, which was returned from seemingly out of nowhere one meal time. St Robert often visited a holy 
hermit named St Godric.  On the night St Robert died, St Godric saw his soul ascending to Heaven like a 
ball of light.



Education in Faith

Our Philosophy
We understand that through Religious Education we, the educators, those to whom the children have entrusted, are helping them to 
come to understand and know Christ is present in their lives.  Through our Religious Education Program we intend to assist in the 
growth and change in each child’s life, helping them to find Christ through prayer, reflection and action.  Religious Education at St 
Robert’s is seen to be an important way of teaching and fostering gospel values, living Christ-like lives and encouraging decision 
making that encapsulates Christ’s truths of justice, mercy, compassion and love.

Vision and Mission Statement
The Vision and Mission Statement reflects our Catholic beliefs and Teachings at St Robert’s.  Religious Education is given priority in 
daily programs and has a strong focus on scripture so that students become familiar with the Christian story and compare it to their 
own story.  Liturgies are held at school throughout the year where each unit has the opportunity to plan and attend.
 

Prayers/Liturgies
Prayer is considered important for developing self-reflection and building a deeper relationship with God.  Children are given an 
opportunity to experience a variety of prayer forms.  Daily prayer is a part of St Robert’s life.  School Captains attend the beginning of 
the year Mass at St Mary of the Angels Basilica each year.  Graduation Mass is held at the end of the year to celebrate the graduation 
of our Grade 6 Students and to acknowledge those leaving the school.



Education in Faith cont...
Sacramental Preparation
In line with the policies of the Archdiocese of Melbourne, children are expected to receive the three sacraments in the following order:

Sacrament of Penance
In Grade Three, children will be prepared for the Sacrament of Penance and will then be involved, with their families and the Parish of 
St. Mary’s in celebrating the Sacrament of Penance by attending Parish ceremonies.  This will be followed by a certificate presentation 
a few weeks later.

Sacrament of Eucharist
In Grade Four, children will be prepared for the Sacrament of the Eucharist at school and will then be involved with their families and 
the Parish of St. Mary’s in the receiving of the Sacrament of Eucharist by attending Parish Sunday Liturgies.

Sacrament of Confirmation
In Grade Six, children will be prepared for the Sacrament of Confirmation at school and will then be involved with their families and the 
Parish of St. Mary’s in the receiving of the Sacrament of Confirmation by attending a special Parish Liturgy.

Support for Parents
Parent Information evenings are held during the year to assist in the preparation of students and parents for each of the Sacraments.



School Communication

Newsletters
Our Newsletter is published each Wednesday and distributed via email. It is very important that families read the 
Newsletter each week as this is our main source of communication. In 2021, the newsletter will be sent home each 
Friday. 

St Robert’s Community Portal

The Community Portal allows families to update contact and family details, update your child/ren’s medical details, access 
student achievement reports, book appointments for school meetings and view school fee account information. We will 
also add the provision for families to undertake excursion permissions on the portal in 2021.  The community portal will 
eventually take the place of Operoo, this will be phased out slowly. Parents will receive an email containing a link to create 
a password and set up security questions to activate your account.  From their parents will be able to login to the Portal 
from a link our school website to retrieve and update family information. 



Behaviour Management
Restorative Practice
The philosophy of Restorative Practices informs a positive and formative approach to student behaviour management, and is adopted 
by St Robert’s. A commitment to Restorative Practices has as its aim the promotion of resilience in the one harmed and the one 
causing harm. Restorative measures help students learn from their mistakes, grow in self-discipline, take responsibility for their actions, 
recognise the impact of their actions on others, and reconcile and resolve conflict with others.

The Principles of Restorative Practice;

● Foster awareness in the student of how others have been affected
● Accept ambiguity. Often fault is unclear and people can agree to accept the ambiguous situation.
● Separate the deed from the doer. We can recognise a student’s worth, their virtues and accomplishments while disapproving 

of their wrongdoing.
● See all inappropriate behaviour as an opportunity for learning. Incidents can be used constructively to build understanding, 

empathy and a sense of community.
● Use collaborative language to involve the student actively
● Joint problem solving to enhance responsibility for actions and form
● See incidents as harm to relationships within the school community; relationships that when repaired can be restored and 

the person reintegrated into the community.

When relationships are harmed, the focus is on helping students become aware of the impact of their behaviour on self and others 
through personal accountability and learning from the incident. An important component of Restorative Practice is the focus on 
restoring relationships after harm has been done.



House Communities
Mercy House

Mercy House is named for Our Lady of Mercy.  Catherine McAuley founded the Sisters of Mercy in Ireland in 1831 and they have 
dedicated their lives to caring for and educating the poor.  Mercy Feast Day is 24th September and their house colour is Blue.  Students 
in Mercy House are socially aware and considerate of the less fortunate.

Lourdes House
Lourdes House is named for Our Lady of Lourdes.  In 1858 Our Lady appeared to Bernadette Soubiroux 15 times in the village of 
Lourdes, France.  Bernadette joined the Sisters of Notre Dame.  People go to Lourdes to bathe in the healing waters.  Lourdes Feast 
Day is 11 February and their house colour is Red.  Students in Lourdes House are kind and open to new learning.

Carmel House
Carmel House is named after Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  At Mount Carmel, by the Mediterranean Sea, Our Lady appeared to Saint 
Simon Stock presenting him with a brown scapular.  A Carmelite Monastery has been erected at the highest point of this mountain.  
Carmel Feast Day is 16 July and their house colour is Green.  Students in Carmel House are faithful and protective.

MacKillop House
MacKillop House is named for Mary MacKillop, Australia’s first saint who was born in Melbourne in 1842.   Mary MacKillop founded the 
Sisters of St Joseph and opened the first free Catholic school in Australia.  MacKillop Feast Day is 8 August and their house colour is 
Yellow.  Students in MacKillop House are charitable and act for justice.



Parent Involvement at School
The staff at St Robert’s considers the engagement and involvement of parents in a child’s learning as an essential part of the education 
of children.  Children witness teachers and parents working together, which in turn develops positive attitudes towards school.  There 
are opportunities to become involved such as assisting on excursions, helping inside the classroom joining the P & F or School Board.

School Advisory Board

St Robert’s has a School Advisory Board.  Parents are elected each year to be a member of the Board which meets regularly to 
discuss educational issues, school policies and make recommendations to the Parish Priest and Principal. Condensed minutes of each 
meeting are available to the school community following each meeting of the Board.  Meetings are scheduled to take place each month 
during each term. Notice of meetings will be published in the school newsletter in the weeks leading up to each meeting.  Parents are 
encouraged to make contact with their representatives to have views considered and if deemed appropriate brought to the attention of 
the Board. 

Composition of the School Advisory Board:
·         The Parish Priest
·         School Principal,
·         Seven parent representatives from each year level,
·         Two staff representatives,
·         One Parents’ and Friends’ Association representative, and
·         Up to two nominees co-opted by the committee but dependent on their acceptance by two thirds of committee    

members.

 



Parent Involvement at School cont...
In line with our Child Safe Policy, all Volunteers will be required to complete and submit to the office the Volunteer Code of Conduct, provide a current                    
Working with Children Check Card and attend the Parent Helper briefing prior to participating in any volunteering activity

Class Helpers
Class Helpers are welcome in our classrooms and in the Library, whether on a regular basis, as adult assistants on excursions, or in 
some other capacity around our school is a great way to volunteer at school.  Class Helper Briefings are typically held in Term 1 and 
will be dependent on COVID restrictions.

*Siblings - Unfortunately, siblings are not permitted to accompany parents/guardians when they are assisting in the classroom or on excursions.

Working with Children Check Card (WWCC)
Since December 2017 it is an offence under the Working With Children Act 2005 to engage in child related work without having a 
current WWCC Card, this includes volunteer work undertaken by Parents / Carers / Grandparents at School.  To apply for a WWCC 
card families can apply online at www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/.   All volunteers must present their card to the school office along 
with proof of personal identity (i.e. Drivers Licence or Passport).   In order to assist with excursions, assisting the PFA with treat days 
etc you will need to have a current WWCC card.  There is no cost for a volunteer card.  Your Working with Children Check card 
must be worn / displayed when volunteering

Visitors to the School – Signing in / out, visitors lanyard
All visitor to the school must sign in at the school office and wear a visitor lanyard.  When leaving visitors are required to sign out – this 
includes volunteers.  If coming into the school for any reason other than meeting with a member of staff you require your WWCC card 
and lanyard worn at all times.

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/


P & F 

St Robert’s Parents’ and Friends’ Association (PFA)

The Parents’ and Friends’ Association (PFA) is an important part of the St Robert’s community raising funds to benefit our children. All 
parents are urged to participate in the PFA and their functions organized throughout the year.   The St Robert’s PFA meet once a 
month, usually on the third Tuesday of the month.  The minutes of the PFA meetings are displayed on the school notice board and 
details of upcoming events and other PFA news are included in the weekly newsletter.

Aims and Functions of Parents and Friends Association:
·                     To promote and support the Catholic Education of children in the school.
·                     Assist in improving the school and its grounds, maintaining the school library and equipping the school rooms.
·                     To raise funds for teaching aids, amenities and general improvements.
·                     To provide a forum where members may discuss matters of interest to foster the school community.
·                     To provide a social focus for parents and others interested in the school.
·                     To report to and liaise with the School Advisory Board.



Uniform

All children are required to attend school in full school uniform each day.  If a child is out of uniform he/she will be asked to present a 
note from Parents to explain the reason.

School Hats
Children are encouraged to wear their school hat in the playground on sunny days but it is compulsory from 1 September to 1 May.  
“No Hat Restricted Play” Policy requires that children who do not have a hat on days when the sun poses a threat to their health are 
requested to stay in a designated shade area where they will be sheltered from the sun. 

Shoes
The uniform list requires all children to wear black leather shoes.  On allocated sports days the children wear runners with their sports 
uniform.  Runners are not a part of the normal school uniform and are therefore only to be worn on sports days.  If children are unable 
to wear their school uniform for some reason, then a note informing the teacher is required.
 
School Jackets
In the colder months, students may wear navy blue, polar fleece, or sleeveless vests in the school yard. Plain navy raincoats can also 
be worn to and from school. 
 
Labelling Uniforms
We advise families to ensure ALL pieces of the uniform (including shoes) are clearly labelled on the inside.  



Uniform

GIRLS SUMMER UNIFORM (Terms 1 & 4)

● Summer dress OR
● White blouse with Grey shorts
● Navy socks
● Navy school jumper
● Navy sunhat (*refer below)
● Black shoes (polishable i.e. leather or vinyl)

GIRLS WINTER UNIFORM (Terms 2 & 3)

● School Pinafore (compulsory for photos & excursions)
● Navy gabardine pants with white blouse (white skivvy permissible)
● Navy blue socks or tights
● Navy school jumper
● Black shoes (polishable i.e. leather or vinyl)



Uniform

BOYS SUMMER UNIFORM (Terms 1 & 4)

● Blue shirt with Grey shorts
● Navy socks
● Navy school jumper
● Navy sunhat (*refer below)
● Black shoes (polishable i.e. leather or vinyl)

BOYS WINTER UNIFORM (Terms 2 & 3)

● Blue shirt (blue skivvy permissible) with Navy gabardine pants
● Navy socks
● Navy school jumper
● Black shoes (polishable i.e. leather or vinyl)



Uniform

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE) UNIFORM (Boys and Girls)

● Navy school polo shirt with logo and house stripe
● Navy blue shorts (no Lycra or tightly fitted); No netball skirts
● Plain navy blue track pants (no stripes or logos)
● School Rugby Jumper with logo Plain white socks covering ankles or St Robert’s school socks
● Sneakers

ALL STUDENTS

● School bag
● Hat   *SUN HATS ARE COMPULSORY FROM 1 SEPTEMBER TO 1 MAY* 



Important Dates - Start of 2021 School Year


